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A New Direction
Thinking about it now I am not sure what
brought it on, but I have been
rethinking my business strategy and along
with that, I have been rethinking how to
categorize myself. All this time I have
been saying I am a photographer, but the
truth is, I am an artist first and
photography is only the medium in which
I create.
I have been marketing myself as an artist when I
am trying to sell the pieces I create, but when I am
trying to sell my services, I tend to forget to
emphasis the art aspect. I do not take the
classically lit, perfectly posed portrait of the
studio photographer. I make your family art.
Now, let us take family portraits for an example. You want
a photograph of your family to remember what everyone
looked like in 2008. You go to a popular chain studio
offering what sounds like a good deal and come away with
a good picture with everyone smiling, heads tilted toward
each other, bright blue background. You put it on your
family picture wall and send it to relatives who may hang it
up, but most likely ends up in a photo album, stuck
between pages. Not a bad scenario.
Or I come to you, and take a photograph that is not perfect, your daughter looks over a shoulder at mom smiling,
the baby is asleep and dad is watching his youngest with
the look of love and pride comingled. The photograph
has texture and character. It resembles a painting more
than it does a photograph. You hang it on your wall and
walk by, day after day, and smile seeing the beautiful spirit
of your family. Others are proud to show it off as well,
because it’s not just the same old thing.

Snippets
Don’t forget about
CafePress for Ardent
photographs on Mugs,
Bumper Stickers, Tshirts, etc. There are new
products being created
all the time.
Check out my book,
One Cream, Two Sugars
on Blurb.com
Trying to find something handmade? Check
out Etsy.com for unique
items from handmade
pens to exquisite frames.

“In a way there is
something very
immaterial about
photography. It is
ideal in that sense.
It is an ideal
medium for
working with
ideas because it is
so flexible, so
immaterial.”
~Ania Bien
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A New Page For New Art
The sunny days of summer were a great time to
go shooting. Now that I have a moment to sit
down and work with the photographs I shot, I
figured I needed a new space to display the
most recent additions to my collection.

“Wet Feet”

So here is a sample of the new work; from the
children’s footprints while coming in from the
17B
pool, to the old planes we saw at the McCord
Air Show and the Japanese Gardens at Point Defiance Park captured with an
infrared filter. At times I get caught up in refreshing old photographs and begin
to think that I don’t produce anything new. I may be taking fewer pictures than
I used to, but I think the quality of
those pictures has increased.
Let me know what you think.
Here’s the Link.
Japanese Garden

Handheld Cottage Pie

I used dried Oregano but I am
sure you could always use fresh
like in this photograph.

1 cup diced red onion
2 cloves Garlic Minced
1 lb ground beef
1 Tablespoon Olive oil
4 Carrots Chopped
4 Medium Red Potatoes Chopped
1 tsp sage
1 tsp Oregano
1 tsp Paprika
7 ounces tomato sauce
Salt and Pepper to taste
4 ounces Cheddar Cheese, shredded
4 Tortillas
2 Tablespoon Olive Oil
Sauté Onions, Garlic and beef in olive oil until beef is mostly brown. Add the next six ingredients,
carrots through tomato sauce, and simmer for 20 minutes. Taste.
Scoop mixture into center of each tortillas. Top with 1 ounce shredded cheese and fold into a burrito. Heat oil in a medium skillet. Fry burritos
Serve with a side of Sour Cream
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The Art of September
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Back 2 School Special

As we all settle in to the routines of a
new school year don’t forget that just
because your school offers a portrait opportunity, does not mean you have to
settle for the same old thing. I offer evening and weekend appointments and
remember, I come to you.
Don’t miss the Puyallup Fair
September 5-21st. There are always lots
of great local artists showing off their
wares.

Portrait Appointment Request
Name
Date
Location

Qty. (by 1/2 hour)
Phone

Extended through the
month of September , sitting
fees for
senior portraits are $40 for a
half hour.

Notes

Call 253-566-6175

Please Mail Request Form to
Sarah McTernen
c\o Ardent Photography
6620 48th Street Ct W
University Place, WA 98467

Or 253-376-6141

E-mail requests to
sarah@ardentphotography.com
Name

Check

Address

Bill Me

Promotional Code:
ArdentSenior08

Phone

Photography Where You Want It, How You Want It
6620 48th Street Court West
University Place, WA 98467
Office: 253-566-6175
Cellular: 253-376-6141
E-Mail: Sarah@ardentphotography.com
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Ardent Photography Facts
No More Weddings.
It is such a slight change to the website that I doubt anyone has
noticed, but I have officially taken down the wedding
photography information.
I have taken it down before, but then there was continued
interest in it earlier this year, but I am officially leaving the
weddings to the people who enjoy doing it. Wedding
photography was never my passion and I do not have the
equipment for it or the desire to deal with the unique challenges
that wedding photographers have to face.
I am going to focus on my artistic abilities and truly showcase my
talent rather than spreading myself thinly across the wide array of
photography subsets.
Thank you,

Making the everyday unique.

Sarah E. McTernen

Sometimes You Don’t Need a Camera
...but a good scanner will do nicely. I was reading an article in
Popular Photography about an interesting medium. You might
not be able to call it photography, because it doesn’t use a camera,
but it does capture a magnificent image.
There are people out there taking fabulous images with scanners.
The article focuses on flowers, but I am sure there is a wealth of
material lurking around a household. According to the author of
the article, items should not collapse under the weight of the scanner lid.
© Dawn LeBlanc

“Set your scanner for high resolution, but not too high. My Epson's 1200-dpi and 1600-dpi settings work for me; scanning at its 4800-dpi maximum nets more detail than I need. I recommend using an 8x10-inch transparency adapter, which bounces light through translucent petals as well as at them.
The X-ray-like effect can give petals an ethereal quality.”
Scan your item and then get ready to play with it in Photoshop or your favorite
photo editing software.
Article written for Popular Photography by Dawn LeBlanc 2007.

